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Agroforestry is considered as a sustainable type of multifunctional land use 
system that combines biodiversity conservation with the sustainable provision 
of multiple ecosystem service while not compromising productivity. However, 
despite a number of mitigation measures, agroforestry landscapes are in a sharp 
decline across Europe. To develop context-specific policies and management 
interventions, a pluralistic value approach is needed to generate evidence-based 
knowledge on societal relevance of these landscapes under different biophysical, 
social–cultural, economic and governance settings. This study assesses and 
compares the values that people attribute to agroforestry landscapes across 
different countries and regions in Europe, using case studies in Portugal, 
Sweden, Latvia, Belarus and the Russian Federation. We applied the multiple 
value approach, which is an integral component of the conceptual framework 
underpinning the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services. In total 2120 face-to-face structured interviews using a structured 
questionnaire were conducted in five countries. Data was analysed using the 
software SPSS 24.0. The study shows that the majority of respondents in each 
country selected agroforestry landscapes as important for their wellbeing. In 
general, three dominant types of societal relevance of agroforestry landscapes 
might be identified; (1) the hedonistic type that is based mainly on relational 
values, accordingly, agroforestry landscapes are perceived as a space for leisure 
and recreation due to its beauty and attractiveness; (2) the utilitarian type that 
encompasses mainly instrumental values, thus, tangible products associated 
with self-subsistence or commercial land management are prioritised; and (3) 
the pluralistic type that is based on multiple values of agroforestry landscapes, 
including intrinsic values. There is a general trend in distribution of dominant 
types of perceptions: from mainly the hedonistic in Europe’s North, the 
utilitarian in Europe’s East, and the pluralistic in Europe’s West. We discuss 
policy options on how to mainstream context-specific values of agroforestry 
landscapes at multiple levels.  


